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Why now?
Access in Practice

Putting great ideas to 
work





14 First Nations

11 FNs with self-
governing agreements

Rich and diverse 
traditions and cultures

Acknowledgement of 
FN rights, traditional 
knowledge, duty to 
consult
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What is indigenization? 
DRAFT DEFINITION

At Yukon College, the journey 

of Indigenization is grounded in the equal 

recognition, inclusion, and integration of 

Indigenous values, cultures, languages, 

and ways of knowing and doing into the 

fabric of Yukon College’s programs, 

services, governance, policies, and space.
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development 

model



Fair

-vs-

Equal

Our Elders allow students to make a connection 

with an Elder which helps with home sickness 

missing their community.

FN Student advisor works with one of the 

counsellors to hold a monthly talking circle 

Academic Skills Centre has an Elder present to 

provide supports for tutoring in writing and math

Frequent cultural events and practices

Practical 

strategies for 

retention and 

success



Condensed course delivery model has helped students 

balance work/family and education commitments.

Faculty Research Fund  supports projects, many on the 

land, that involve students, which in turn helps engage 

them in their studies. 

Some programs, e.g. health, nurture cohort cohesion 

Testing and placement activities focus on reducing time 

in academic upgrading

Two therapy dogs 

within counselling

Country food 

prepared in 

culinary program



Indigenizing 

the campus





A Learning Partnership
Mastercard and Rideau Hall 

Foundations



No matter where you stand in Yukon, 

you are standing on Yukon First Nation 

traditional territory

Yukon First Nation 

Youth Today
Yukon First Nation Population

7,796

# of Yukon First Nation Youth

2,756

Educational Attainment:

29% less than high school

20% high school or

equivalent

42% some post-secondary

9% university degree

# of people incarcerated in 

2015/16

94









Lessons learned



Màhsi’ choo (Gwich’in)

Mä̀hsi’ cho (Hän)

Máhsin cho (Northern Tutchone)

Tsin’jj choh (Upper Tanana)

Sógá sénlá’ (Kaska)

Shä̀w níthän (Southern 

Tutchone)

Gunałchîsh (Tłingit)

Gùnèłchīsh (Tagish)

Thank you


