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Parents have high hopes for their children's education, 
across income, education and other family differences

Post-secondary Expectations by Family Background, JK-Grade 6

University College Apprenticeship TOTAL PSE

Annual Household Income

$100,000+ 92% 1% 93%

$75,000-$99,999 89% 3% 1% 93%

$50,000-$74,999 88% 5% 1% 94%

$30,000-$49,000 87% 7% 1% 95%

Less than $30,000 83% 9% 1% 93%

Parental Presence

Two-parent 88% 5% 1% 94%

Single parent 81% 11% 1% 93%

Parent Place of Birth

Both Canada 81% 7% 1% 89%

Canada/other 83% 7% 1% 91%

Both outside 90% 5% 95%

Parent Education 

University 93% 2% 95%

College 85% 8% 1% 94%

Secondary 79% 11% 1% 91%

Elementary 70% 14% 1% 85%



Even for students with A+ high school averages 
there is a 10% gap in post-secondary participation 
between the highest and lowest income quartiles

Toronto illustration: 

•Richest neighbourhoods: 

• 2/3 of students apply to university

•Poorest neighbourhoods:

• 2/3 of students do not apply

“For those who do not pursue post-

secondary education, the reasons 

cited most relate to money”

Sources: TD Economics, How Are We Doing on Social Policy? Is the Recession Paralyzing or Transformative?, 2009; Toronto Community Foundation, Toronto’s Vital Signs, 2008; Canada Millennium 

Scholarship Foundation, Survey of Secondary School Students, 2005



SmartSAVER helps modest income families to start 
education savings for their children



StartMyRESP.ca empowers families to open no-cost RESPs 
and apply for their kids’ Canada Learning Bonds (CLBs)



But Students Already Get Free Tuition in Ontario! 

“While Ontario’s plan to create fairness and opportunity 
during this period of rapid economic change includes free 
tuition for hundreds of thousands of students, it is important 
that parents and students are aware of all the support 
available to access postsecondary education. I would like to 
thank SmartSAVER and the TDSB for organizing this event to 
encourage parents to find out about the Canada Learning 
bond as a means to assist in planning their children’s 
postsecondary pathways.”

-- Mitzie Hunter, MBA
Minister of Education

November 29, 2017



Is post-secondary education possible without student 
debt?



Source: 2016 CESP Annual Statistical Review. Government of Canada website.  

CLB Family Behaviour: Personal Contributions

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/student-financial-aid/education-savings/reports/statistical-review-2016.html#h2.5-3.3


CLB Family Behaviour: Raising PSE Awareness 

“It's been a fight to get my son to practice 
math, so I pulled up my bank acct. on my 
phone, explained that I was showing him his 
RESP, and how hard I’m working to be able to 
contribute to it every month. 

I explained that training for a "fun job" when 
he grows up costs money, that learning to 
read is a big part of getting there. 
Surprisingly he got it, and is suddenly much 
more willing to learn. 
I'm loving it :) .”

-- Jessica G., Mother of 3



Additional Canada Education Savings Grant (CESG-A) 
for CLB Families



StartMyRESP Successes (2015-2017)

• 8,000 families used StartMyRESP

• 13,000 children have benefitted

• 0 to <1 were the largest age group at the time 
of their application (11.1%). 

Families are starting savings early!



The Canada Learning Bond and you
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